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Do I Need a
Financial Plan?
JEFF BUCKLEY, PARTNER
At Kautz/Buckley we’re financial professionals, so as
you might expect our answer to that question is a
resounding “Yes!” But we want to share a few eyeopening statistics with you from Schwab and Fidelity
surveys that we hope convince you that
preparing a financial plan is not just a worthwhile exercise, it’s a necessity:
68% of people that have prepared a financial plan also have an emergency fund, while only 26% of those without a
plan are financially prepared to cover an unexpected cost of just $500.
78% of people with a financial plan regularly pay their bills on time AND save money each month, while only 38%
of those without a plan do so.
More than three-quarters (77%) of people with a financial professional reported they were able to stick to their
financial resolution in 2020
In addition, Vanguard, one of the world’s largest investment companies, has determined from its own research that
there is a quantifiable increase of up to 3% per year in investment returns for investors that work with a financial
advisor.
And yet, despite these statistics, only 28% of Americans have a written financial plan, and only 23% of surveyed
households have a relationship with a professional financial advisor.
At Kautz/Buckley we believe in the value of financial plans, and we work closely with each of our clients to create and
implement a plan tailored specifically to your individual financial life.
A comprehensive financial plan serves as a detailed roadmap for your money and helps you to identify, plan for and
achieve your financial goals.
Once completed, your financial plan will serve as the foundation upon which your specific cash flow and savings
targets, your debt, tax and investment management, and your insurance and estate plans can be established and
tracked. For this reason, first creating a detailed plan is a must. We have the expertise and experience necessary to
assist you in creating an effective plan.
Once established, your plan will track the elements of your financial life and detail how to direct your efforts and
resources to achieve both your short-and long-term goals.
By making a financial plan you are creating what financial advisors often refer to as a “moat”. This moat will protect
you and your family from financial setbacks and will continue to grow more formidable as you achieve the financial
goals you identify. Creating and following your plan will help to ensure the financial emergencies you experience
don’t become disasters.
Your financial plan makes it easy for you and your investment, tax and legal advisors to determine when adjustments
within your financial life become necessary and when progress toward your financial goals has been achieved.

Take Action & Make a Plan
Gain control of your present, plan for the future & prepare for the unexpected.
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Where did you grow up?
Amherst, NY
What is your favorite food?
Anything on the Grill ....
Dash's Turkey Sausage
What is your favorite sports team?
GO BILLS!
Dan Kautz, Partner
dkautz@americanportfolios.com
716.276.8480

Where did you grow up?
Columbus, Ohio
What is your favorite sports team?
The Sabres!
What is your favorite part of your job?
Putting together a plan with a client
Jeff Buckley, Partner
jbuckley@americanportfolios.com
716.276.8480

Where did you grow up?
Niagara Falls
What is your favorite food?
Artichokes or any PASTA!!!
Favorite sports team?
GO BILLS!!!
Theresa Simmons, Operations Assistant
tsimmons@americanportfolios.com
716.276.8480
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